
THE CROWN COURT AT BOLTON 

 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF CASES 

 

DURING THE CURRENT BAR/SOLICITORS ACTION 

 

 

1 Practitioners will understand that the Court has a duty to ensure that all cases 
are heard expeditiously and efficiently. Further, advocates who accept 
instructions to appear in any case are subject to duties a) to act in the best 
interests of the lay client and b) to assist the Court in its management of cases. 
 

2 With the above in mind, and commencing on Monday 17th August 2015, the 
Court will no longer accept that it is permissible for an advocate who is 
committed to the “no returns” policy, and who has accepted instructions to act 
for a lay client (the “subsequent  case”) which may conflict with another case in 
which the advocate is already instructed (“the initial case”), is entitled to hold 
onto the subsequent case in the hope that he/she may ultimately be able to 
conduct that case. The Court will not act merely on written or telephone 
requests. 
 

3 If the subsequent case is a Bolton Crown Court case then the following 
directions will apply: 

a) The advocate must inform the Listing Officer at the earliest possible 
moment when it is apparent that a possible conflict as set out in 2 
above may arise; 

b) The Listing Officer will then list the case for mention before the 
Recorder or the next most senior judge for mention at which the judge 
will require to be informed i) when the possible conflict was first 
appreciated, ii) what steps have been take to see whether the case can 
in fact be returned to a member of the Bar,  or HCA who is not affected 
by the no returns policy, or whether a member of the Criminal Defence 
Service iii) whether or not the defendant  has been informed as to the 
helpline set up by the Legal aid Agency number 0333 003 7060,  and iv) 
what other steps might enable the case to remain in the list 

c) The above applies to all hearings, not just trials. 
 



4 The mention hearings described above will be listed at 9.30, or by 
arrangement, at 9.15am in order that the instructed advocate can attend, deal 
with the hearing and then attend to other work on Circuit. 
 

5 In view of the fact that non-compliance threatens to undermine the Court in its 
objective the Court will, if necessary, establish non-compliance hearings and 
take such other steps as may consider necessary. 

 

HH Judge Clayson 

Honorary Recorder of Bolton 

 

Friday 14th August 2015 


